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Length Measurement
Solve the word problems. Estimate first, then measure.

1. A crayon starts at the 0 on an inch ruler and its right end lines up with the
number 4. How long is the crayon?

2. A block starts at the 0 on a centimeter ruler and its right end lines up with the
number 6. How long is the block?

3. Emma measures a pencil. She lines up the left end of the pencil with the LEFT
EDGE of the ruler (not with the 0). The right end lines up with the 7. What is
wrong with Emma's measurement?

4. A worm on an inch ruler starts at 0 and ends between 2 and 3, closer to 3.
Grade 1 rounding: how long is the worm?

5. A leaf on an inch ruler starts at 0 and ends exactly halfway between 5 and 6.
Grade 2: how long is the leaf?
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Length Measurement (continued)
6. A teacher is measuring the length of a soccer field. Should she use inches or a
different unit?

7. Match each object to the best unit for measuring it: (a) a paperclip (b) a
bedroom (c) a pencil (d) a school hallway. Units: inches / feet.

8. A crayon is about 3 inches. A pencil looks about twice as long as the crayon.
About how long is the pencil?

9. A pinky fingernail is about 1 cm wide. A key looks about 5 pinky fingernails
long. About how long is the key?

10. Sam measures the same book in both units. He gets 8 in and 20 cm. Which
number is bigger — and why?

11. Maya's marker is 5 in long. Ben's marker is 8 in long. Whose marker is
longer, and by how much?
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Length Measurement (continued)
12. A red ribbon is 12 cm. A blue ribbon is 7 cm. How much longer is the red
ribbon than the blue ribbon?

13. A pencil is 6 in and its cap is 2 in. If you snap them together end-to-end,
how long is the pencil-plus-cap?

14. A train of blocks is made of a red block (4 cm), a green block (3 cm), and a
blue block (5 cm). How long is the whole train?

15. A pencil-plus-cap together is 9 in long. The cap is 2 in. How long is the
pencil by itself?

16. The same eraser is measured as 2 in and about 5 cm. Both answers are
correct. Why?

17. Aiden wrote “My shoe is 9.” Why is this answer incomplete?
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Length Measurement (continued)
18. Sara has a rope that is 7 ft long. She ties on another rope that is 4 ft long.
How long is her rope now?

19. A yarn is 15 cm long. Nina cuts off 6 cm. How much yarn is left?

20. Lucas is 48 in tall. His little sister is 39 in tall. How much taller is Lucas than
his sister?

21. Nora estimates her pencil is about 7 in. She measures with a ruler and writes
down 25 in. What probably happened?

22. A ruler shows tick marks at 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. How many INCHES is the
ruler? How many tick marks are there?

23. Grace's ruler has inches on top and centimeters on the bottom. She needs to
measure a bookmark in centimeters. Which side does she use?
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Length Measurement (continued)
24. A rope is 20 in long. It is cut into two pieces. The first piece is 8 in. How long
is the second piece?

25. Your desk is about as long as 3 pencils lined up end-to-end. If one pencil is
7 in, about how long is the desk?
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